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place ; any other person eating of it was supposed to die
immediately.   A man of any standing could not carry pro-
visions on his back ; if he did so they became taboo and were
useless to anyone but himself.   For the taboo was communi-
cated as it were by infection to whatever a tabooed person or
thing touched.    This rule applied in its fullest force to the
king and queen of Tahiti.   The ground they trod on became
sacred ; if they entered a house, it became taboo to them and
had to be abandoned to them by its owner.   Hence special
houses were set apart for them on their travels, and, except
in their hereditary districts, they were always carried on men's
shoulders to prevent them touching the ground.   Elsewhere,
as in New Zealand, this rule was not carried out so strictly.
But even in New Zealand the spots on which great chiefs
rested during a journey became taboo and were surrounded
with a fence of basket-work   The head and hair, especially
of a chief, were particularly taboo or sacred ; to touch a man's
head was a gross insult.    If a chief touched his own head
with his fingers he had immediately to apply them to his nose
and snuff up the sanctity which they had abstracted from
his head. The cutting of a chiefs hair was a solemn ceremony;
the severed locks were collected and buried in a sacred place
or hung up on a tree.   If a drop of a chiefs blood fell upon
anything, that thing became taboo to him, that is, was his
property.    If he breathed on a fire, it became sacred and
could not be used for cooking.    In his house no fire could
under any circumstances be used for cooking ; no woman
could enter his house before a certain service had been gone
through.   Whatever a new-born child touched became taboo
to (that is, in favour of) the child.   The law which separated
tabooed persons and things from contact with food was especi-
ally strict.   Hence a tabooed or sacred person ought not to
leave his comb or blanket or anything which had touched his
head or back (for the back was also particularly taboo) in a
place where food had been cooked ; and in drinking he was
careful not to touch the vessel with his hands or lips (other-
wise the vessel became taboo and could not be used by any-
one else), but to have the liquid shot down his throat from a
distance by a second person.
There were various ceremonies by which a taboo could